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83-8 HIS Nation owes as much 
>& to the Conduct and Brave- 
ry of Patriots in paſt Ages 

as any Nation in the World, 

The ſecure Enjoyment of our 

Rights and Liberties, which 

is the peculiar Ornament and Happineſs 

of Ereat- Britain at this Day, has been 
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preſerved and tranſmitted to us- at their 
Expence: And if we who reap the 

Fruit of their Lavours, are diſpoſed to 
honour their Memory, or to imitate. their 
Virtue, we ought molt religiouſly to main- 
tain a juſt Diſtinction between ſuch Patri- 
ots and Pretenders, This ſeems to be a 
firſt and neceſlary Principle, and Confuſi- 
on in this Point the Beginning of Corrup- 
tion, for when the Notion is once loſt, 
it can't be expected the Virtue can ſub- 


{iſt much longer. 


If we only look back into the laſt Cen- 
tury, we ſhall find in the Engliſb Hiſtory 
as great Inſtances of Love to our Coun- 
try as Rome it ſelf, or any of the famous 
ancient States could ever boaſt of. And 
it may be queſtioned whether any People 
in the World had ever ſo much Occaſion, 
and for ſo long a Continuance of ſuch 
unwearied Vigilance, Courage, and Pa- 
tience, in oppoſing the Encroachments of 
arbitrary Power, as have been exerted in 
this Iſland. A Succeſſion of four Princes 
who reigned almoſt eighty Years, all of 
them poſleſs'd with an inveterate Hatred 
of our happy Conſtitution, and each of 
them attempting by. Violence or Strata- 
gem its utter Overthrow, and yet not 

| ſucceed- 
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ſucceeding ; muſt give us a very high No- 
tion of the Wiſdom and Conſtancy of 


our Engliſh Patriots. 


They were Men who had the juſteſt 
Sentiments of Liberty, and were animat- 
ed with a Zeal in Proportion to what they 
thought the only ſure Foundation of 
the chief Enjoyments of Liſe deſerved, 
They ſaw, and, ſometimes to their Coſt, 
experienced, how far ſocial, perſonal and 
domeſtick Happineſs depended upon it. 
Their principal Aim therefore, was to ſe- 
cure the Poſſeſſion of it to themſelves and 
Poſterity, that they might not hold by 
an uncertain and precarious Tenure, what 
was ſo manifeſtly their Birth-right, and 
what they reckoned ſo eflential to the 
Dignity of humane Nature, 


But Liberty muſt be groſly miſunder- 
ſtood, or not the real Intention of thoſe, 
who oppoſe a Government where Liber- 
ty is eſtabliſhed by the moſt reaſonable 
Laws, and univerſally enjoyed by an 
upright Adminiſtration. The former is 
owing to the Conduct of thoſe brave Pa- 
triots I have mentioned, and the lat- 
ter to the Conduct of thoſe whom our 
preſent 
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preſent Patriots have oppoſed with firm 
Perſeverance, and without any Manner of 
Reſerve. 


We have now the moſt excellent Laws 
to ſecure the Rights of the People, topro- 
tect their Perſons and Properties from all 
Sorts of Violence, Laws which were not 
in Being, or not ſo explicitely enacted, 
when thoſe glorious Patriots ſtruggled 
with Oppreſſion. The Bill of Rights ob- 
tained by the Revolution comprehends 
ſeveral Points which they ventured their 
Lives to obtain, and every Thing neceſ- 
fary to adjuſt and eſtabliſh our Liberty, 
eſpecially if we may be allowed to add 
the Improvements of late Times ; and 
may from thence conclude, that if any 
Thing ſhould appear to be further want- 
ing, it may as eaſily be obtained as what 
has been already. 


The frequent Meeting, and Freedom 
of Parliaments; the Priviledges of pri- 
vate Subjects, and of Bodies corporate; 
and the free Exerciſe of Religion; all 
which occalioned endleſs Diſputes in for- 
mer Reigns are now fully determined, 
ſettled, and maintained juſt as thoſe Pa- 
triots delired to have them, 
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The Liberty of the Preſs has produced 
ſome violent Out-crys, tho' it is as mani» 
feſt as any Thing can be to our Senſes 
and Experience, that it is as unconfined 
as it ever was or can be, We have dai- 
ly Inſtances of it, no Man is hindred 
from publiſhing any Notions he pleaſes 
in Religion or Politicks, and is under no 
Reſtraints in this Reſpect more than any 
other, none but what are neceſſary to the 
Support of Liberty it ſelf, that one Man 
ſhall not be allow'd to injure another. 


But if any ſhould think that the Liber- 


ty of the Preſs contains a Right to revile 
all publick Proceedings, yet this has 
been frequently done, and with Impunity; 


and done by Men who to ſhow uncom- 


mon Zeal, complain they have not Liberty 


enough. 


Our Liberty in this and all other Re- 
ſpecs is as well ſecured by the Admini- 
ſtration as by the Laws. There are no 
Attempts to uſurp the Rights of Parlia- 
ment, by ſtraining Proclamations ; no 
illegal Courts of Faltice to keep us in 
Awe. Our Property is not ſubject to the 
Arbitration of Privy Counſellors and Flat- 
terers, nor are our Lives at the Mercy 


of corrupt Judges and Juries. On the 


contrary 
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contrary we have all the Benefits and all 
the Protection that can be deſired, from 
the beſt Laws and the beſt Magiſtrates, 
and as much Happineſs in this reſpect as 
the Courſe of humane Affairs will real- 
ly admit. 


If this is the true State of the Caſe, 
which I think can hardly be diſputed, it 
ſeems to be a natural and unavoidable 
Conſequence, that whoever is diſcontent- 
ed with the Liberty enjoyed in Creat- 
Britain at this Day, and upon that Ac- 
count defirons of a Change, is either a 
Stranger, or an Enemy to Liberty, and 
muſt be for a State of Tyranny or Con- 
fuſion. They may pretend a mighty Zeal 
for it, becauſe they know People muſt 'be 
notoriouſly deluded before they can be 
content to part with ſo great a Bleſſing. 
But Actions are the beſt Interpreters of 
the Intention. 'To revile the Patrons of 
Liberty, to ſpirit the People againſt them, 
and to divide the true Friends of it in a 
Nation, where there are ſo many and 
ſtrong Parties zealous for Tyranny in 
Church or State, are Facts that need no 
Explication, 'They ſufficiently ſhow a 
notorious Diſ-regard to Liberty, and 
plainly diſcover that a State of * | 
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if it may turn to their Advantage, is moſt 
at Heart; ſach Inequality as is the Foun- 
dation and Introduction of Tyranny, 
which is then effectually ſhewn and prac- 
tiſed, when ſome Men claim and uſe 
greater Liberty than belongs to them, and 
leave others leſs. 


For Liberty is nothing but a Power to 
do as we liſt in Subordination to reaſon- 
able and juſt Laws, to Magiſtrates com- 
miſſioned and acting by thoſe Laws, and 
to the publick Good, which ſhould be 
the Rule both of Laws and Magiſtrates. 
Theſe Reſtraints are neceſſary in the Na- 
ture of Things, they are equally laid up- 
on all Men, and if duly obſerv'd cannot 
fail to produce that Equality, or that 
juſt Proportion of Power, which is the 
Harmony and Beauty of a well regulat- 
ed Society; and if violated, will as 
— 21 produce ſome Sort of Confu- 
ion. 


But as Laws can't be particularly 
framed to all Circumſtances, Men muſt 
in many Caſes be left to their own Rea- 
ſon, and voluntary Regard to Juſtice : 
and when free from the Reſtraints of 
Fear, they moſt naturally diſcover their 
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real Eſteem and Value for Liberty, with 
Regard to others, as well as themſelves, 
wherein the Difference between ſingle 


Men, or between Parties of Men does 


principally conſiſt. 


If we were to take a View of Man- 
kind in this Light, we might frequent- 
ly obſerve ſome Men fond of their own 
'Talents influenc'd by Pride and ill Na- 
ture, to abuſe and inſult others of -much 
greater Worth than themſelves. Theſe 
are a Sort of innocent Creatures, or deſ- 


picable at leaſt in Compariſon of the 


avaricious and rapacious, who ſtudy to 
raiſe or increaſe their Wealth, by any 


Methods not puniſhable by Law, tho 


to the great Detriment, and utter Ruin 
of honeſt and unwary People "Theſe 


ſhow a Savage Temper, and are no 


better Friends to Liberty. than Beaſts 
of Prey. But they are infinitely out- 
done by the ambitious, envious and re- 
vengeful, who court Preheminence and 
Power meerly for their own Sakes, 
and aſpire at Dignities they are un- 


worthy to obtain, and uncapable to ma- 
nage for the publick Weal; who take 


baſe and injurious Methods to ſupplant 
others, and care not how they entangle 
publick 
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public Affairs, or what Diſorder and 
Confuſion they bring upon a Nation, 
if they can but compaſs their own Ad- 
vancement. Such Men not only de- 
monſtrate the moſt partial Regard: to 
Liberty, but betray the ſame Fondneſs 
of themſelves that deludes and perverts 
Tyrants, in a higher Sphere. 


Ceſar may very juſtly be put at the 
Head of all ſuch Deſigners. He was a 
Slave to thoſe Paſſions that enſlaved his 
Country, and a perfect Maſter of all 
thoſe Accompliſhments that were requi- 
ſite for it, He would frankly own, as 
far as was conſiſtent with his great Pre- 
tenſions to Liberty, thoſe Sentiments 
which are ſecretly indulg'd by others of 
a lower Rank, That if Fuſtice is to 
be violated in any Caſe it is for the 
Sake of Power and Superiority. They 

rfectly act up to this Principle, who 
alſly accuſe Men in Power, in order 
to bring them into Diſgrace, and them- 
ſelves into their Places; who are ſway- 
ed by Envy and perſonal Revenge, in 
Matters that nearly affect the State, 
and require the moſt free Deliberation ; 
or who oppoſe the moſt important Ne- 
gotiations, becauſe Succeſs would ut- 
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terly deſtroy their private Schemes. .Such 
Men ſhew a diſtemper'd and unnatural 
Thirſt of Power, and their Proſperity 


muſt be an ill Symptom upon any Na- 


tion. We may all remember one fla- 
grant Inſtance of ſuch a Change, ſome 
of the Perſons are ſtill living who were 


Gainers by it, and who could think 


that Men zealous for Liberty, could 


ever joyn with them in attempting a 


Second. 


The Patriots of former Ages were 
Men of much nobler Views, they never 
exerted themſelves to oppoſe the Govern- 
ment or Miniſtry, but upon the higheſt 
Reaſon and moſt juſt Provocation; they 
were not guided by private Paſſions of 
any Kind, much leſs did they invent 
Grievances, but were reduced to the ut- 
moſt Extremity ; to oppoſe or be ruined, 
The Intention of the Court to engroſs 
all Power to themſelves, and to ſubdue 
the Spirit of Liberty was not obſcure, 
but deliverd in plain Words, and ſe- 
conded by as plain Actions. They were 
told © That the Being of Parliaments 
* depended upon the Will of the Sove- 
** reign, that his Authority was divine, 
and accountable to no Power upon 

* Earth, 


6 

** Farth, that Myſteries of State were 
© above their Comprehenſion, that a 
© Power to diſpenſe with Laws was 
© the Property of the Crown. The 
Meaning of ſuch Language, and more 
of the ſame Strain was plainly to deprive 
them of the Priviledge, and to leave them 
only the Name of a Parliament. 


Such Treatment could not but raiſe 
both Aſtoniſnment and Reſentment in 
the Minds of Men, who meant nothing 
leſs than a Diminution of the juſt Pre- 
rogative, aud nothing more than to e- 
ſtabliſh the Boundaries which Law and 
Nature had fixed between a Britiſh 
Monarch and a free People : 'Therefore 
they reſolved to bring theſe Matters to a 
ſtrict Examination, to inſiſt upon their 
ancient Rights, and to preſerve the 'Truſt 
repoſed in them at all Events. 


They were forced to do ſo or reſign 
their Power, for many Violations were 
actually committed on the Rights of the 
Subject, a diſpenſing Power was claim d, 
and illegal Methods of raiſing Money put 
into Practiſe: Thoſe who refuſed to 
comply were ſent into Priſon ; and other 
arbitrary Meaſures taken. 'This made 

5 their 


— — 


A 


5 * — - of * % "* e 
— ———— — Rr 2 — 


Abi 
— — 2 AE Sou ie p — Bak Is As 


* 

their Oppoſition virtuous and honourable. 
It was formed as it ought always to be 
upon Principles of Self-defence, not only 
due to themſelves, but to their Principals, 
to the whole Nation and to Poſterity. 
They muſt have oppoſed or betrayed 
their 'Truſt, and ſo have let in Tyranny, 
arbitrary Power, Popery, every Thing 
horrible to Humane Nature, and de- 
ſtructive to a free, rich, and brave 
People. | „ 


It is to be hoped our preſent Patriots 
have more Modeſty than to pretend any 
ſuch Neceſſity for their Oppoſition. But 
let them pretend what they pleaſe, no- 
thing can be more evident than that this 
Nation enjoys at preſent every Thing, 
thoſe Patriots contended for, and much 
more. Yet our Patriots have not ſcru- 
pled to inſinuate, that our Liberty is 
in the utmoſt Danger and upon the 
Point of expiring; that our Conſtitu- 
tion is violated, and that "Tyranny and 
Poverty are entering in upon us. This 
would ſeem incredible, if it were not to 
be ſeen and read in fome of their Week- 
ly Papers, and is ſo monſtruous, that 
tis not improbable they would rather be 
excuſed the Drudgery of venting ſuch 

. Incon- 
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Inconſiſtencies, but that it is abſolutely 
neceſlary; they know nothing elſe can 
juſtify conſtant, hearty, univerſal Oppoſi- 
tion. The Thing is too odious to be 
ſeen without a Cover. But what in- 
genious, generous juſt Patriots muſt they 
be who are forced to wear ſuch a fright- 
ful Maſk, and for the Sake of hiding 
ſomething more deformed ! 


'The calm and quiet Enjoyment of the 
great Bleſſings of Society is generally 
look'd upon as nothing ; 'tis what the 
Government owes us and no more, but 
herein the People are often very unrea- 
ſonable, eſpecially when they grow wan- 
ton and abuſe theſe Advantages, They 
ought to conſider that Liberty and Tran- 
quillity are the Effects of Care, Prudence 
and Integrity, and ſome Sort of Grati- 
tude is due, tho' it be but to keep alive 
a good Harmony between the Govern- 

ment and Subjects. 25 


This would have ſatisfied and ſilene- 
ed the brave Patriots of former Ages; 
and if we look into the moſt flouriſhing 
States, we ſhall find that Liberty has 
been more frequently deſtroyed by the 
Abuſe of it than any other Cauſe. That 
I Cor- 
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Corruption began to be eſtabliſhed and 
to ſhow its pernicious Power, aſſoon as it 
became a Cuſtom or a Point of Honour 
to oppoſe a Government upon private 
Views, or to accuſe an Adminiſtration 
inſufficient Reaſons. This is a Mon- 
ſer that has overturned ſome free States 
by raiſing ſuch Confuſion as is worſe than 
Tyranny it ſelf. The Patriots of Rome 
were not able to reſtrain the Fury of 
this outragious Beaſt, nor to ſupport his 
Power. 


_'The Patriots of thoſe former Reigns 

I have mentioned lived in Times very 
different to ours. They were liable to 
perpetual Alarums and Anxieties, about 
all that was dear to them. If they had 
comply'd with the Encroachments of 
their imperious Princes, the Conſequence 
is very evident. The Parliament would 
have had little or nothing to do but 
to ſupply them with . large Sums, upon 
all manner of Occaſions, and this 
Priviledge too would have been ve- 
ry precarious, for thoſe excellenr Prin- 
ces had a much ſtronger Inclination to 
raiſe Money by Edicts, Proclamations, 
and ſuch Ways as were moſt expediti- 
ous and independent, And if we may 
FX judge 
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judge by what they did, while the Voice 
of the People was ſome Check upon 
them, would have drained the Subſtance 
of the Nation to ſquander away im- 
menſe Sums upon peſtilent Flatterers and 
Favourites, upon Oſtentatious and fruit- 
leſs Embaſſies, upon expenſive and de- 
firutive Pleaſures, to purchaſe. Peace 
when the Honour and Safety of the Na- 
tion required War; and to make War 
when our own and the Intereſt of Europe 
required Peace; to advance the Power 
of our natural Enemies, and to reduce 
and weaken our beſt Friends: Such and 
no better were the principal Deſigns of 
thoſe great Monarchs who were of the 
meekeſt and moſt gentle Diſpoſition in 
the World to all Foreign Potentates, 
tho' they affected ſuch boundleſs Dominion 
at home. By all which Proceedings the 
Liberties of Europe were almoſt ſwal- 
lowed up, and. this powerful Nation was 
dwindling apace into a Province, which 
nothing could have prevented in all hu- 
mane Appearance but the Wiſdom and 
Bravery of our great Deliverer, that im- 
mortal Hero who never had a Superior, 
and yet has been ſo rudely and ungrate- 
fully treated by the Friends and Allie 

of our virtuous Patriots. | 
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On the Contrary, let us calmly conſi- 
der what great Detriment would have ac- 
crued to the Nation, if our preſent Patriots 
had reſtrain'd their Wrath and Oppoſition 
for theſe fiveYears paſt. Its plain, they have 
carry'd no Point, therefore the Nation 
owes them no Thanks for what they have 
gain'd ; they have never join'd with the 
Adminiſtration, therefore nothing of our 
preſent Peace and Tranquillity, is due to 
their Aſſiſtance. And if they had been 
quiet, it is hardly to be queſtion'd, but 
the late King, and his preſent Majeſty, 
would have purſu'd with the ſame Con- 
ſtancy, and with the ſame Advantage; that 
Point which they always had in View, 
and has been univerſally acknowledg d to 
be our trueſt Intereſt, an honourable, and 
a laſting Peace; which theſe worthy Pa- 
triots have cenſur d, and contradicted 
with a moſt ſettled Vehemence, and ſome 
Signs of high Diſpleaſure. Whether vio- 
lent Clamour and Outcrys at home, could 
retard our Negotiations abroad ; or whe- 
ther any Prince who was willing to di- 
ſtreſs us, had any Regard to our domeſtick 
Animolſities ; I leave to the Determination 
of common Senſe. 'This Point however, 
ſeems pretty clear, that the Steddineſs of 
the King in purſuing the ſame Meaſures, 
| _ 
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and in favouring the ſame Miniſters, is 
the grand Spring that has kept the whole 
Machine on work, and at laſt ſurmounted 
all Obſtacles at home and abroad. 


I am not very ſollicitous whether theſe 
Gentlemen will allew any Honour to the 
King and his Miniſters, nor ſhould be 
ſurpris d to find from that Quarter; ſome 
artful and elaborate Proof, that the Cabal 
who blam'd and oppos'd every Step, who 
never failed to extoll our Enemies, and 
were as ſure to vilify our Allies, were the 
Men who at laſt procurd this happy A- 
greement and Satisfaction to the contending 
Parties. But I muſt put them in Mind of 
ſome other Excellencies in theſe ancient 
Patriots, which are hardly to be met with 
in the preſent. Theſe brave Men were 
fill'd with the utmoſt Duty and Affection 
to their reſpective Princes, and had no 
Manner of Views, inconſiſtent or ſeparate 
from their Honour and Intereſt. 


They would for Inſtance, have mad e 
King James I. as great a Prince as his 
immediate Predeceſſor, but it was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible. He was too opinionative 
to follow her great Pattern, or to hearken 


to their Advice. He never form'd any 
good 
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good Deſigns himſelf, nor a right Judg- 
ment of Affairs foreign or domeſtick; his 
Favourites were uncapable and indiſpos'd 
to give him any right Notions. His Cler- 
gy had flatter d him into a Conceit of 
more than human Wiſdom. And his Par- 
liament, which was compos'd of able 
diſintereſted Patriots, he contemned and 
hated moſt heartily. Yetthey conſtantly 
endeavour'd to lay before him the only 
Method to ſecure his Honour and 'Tran- 
quillity, and the Proſperity of his People, 
and to render both firm and laſting, and 
offer d him their utmoſt Aſſiſtance, but 
they were ſoon diſmiſt for their Preſumpti- 
on, and the leading Men put into Priſon. 
Which was one great Maxim of that ex- 
cellent Reign. 


The ſame, or Men of the ſame Spirit, 
ſhew'd the ſame Zeal and Affection to his 
Succeſſors, were always as ready to con- 
ſult and promote the real Grandeur of 
their Prince as their own Safety, and 
therefore were extremely ſorry when 
Meaſures were taken to leſſen the credit 
and influence of the Britiſb Crown, or 
to create Jealouſies and Diſputes between 
the Prince and Subject. On the other 
Hand, they were fill'd with the uo, 


AM 

Joy and Satisfaction, when ever Deſigns 
worthy of a Britiſb Monarch were purſu'd, 
This indeed ſeldom happen'd, tho' there 
are Inſtances enough to confirm this Ac- 
count, and upon all ſuch Occaſions, with 
hearty Zeal they offer d their utmoſt Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Support. This was their con- 
ſtant Temper, it was ſteady and uniform, 
tho ſometimes put to the Tryal by very 
ſharp and grievous Provocations. 


It is not eaſy to trace any great Reſem- 
blance of this Virtue in our preſent Pa- 
triots, who being firſt reſolv d upon Oppo- 
ſition right or wrong, have found ſome 
Difficulty to make out their Title to Pa- 
triotiſm. They have been extremely fond 
of it, but having taken ſo prepoſterous a 
Method, it requird ſome Art to make 
good their Claim, and a certain Faculty, 
by which ſome Men care not what Infamy 
is thrown upon others, if they can but 
ſalve their own Honour. To this Purpoſe, 
it was judg'd highly neceſlary, that Pa- 
rallels ſhould be drawn between the late 
moſt excellent Prince, and his preſent Ma- 
jeſty on one Side, and ſome of the worſt 
of their Predeceſſors on the other, which 
has been attempted moſt elaborately and 
wrought up with great Dexterity, * 
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ſufficient to reconcile ſuch Inconſiſtencies 
as ſtand in the Way. It muſt be firſt 


prov'd that to protect Liberty, and to in- 


vade it is the ſame Thing ; that to go- 
vern by Law or contrary to Law, is not 
a very material Difference ; that an hon- 
ourable and advantageous Peace is of no 
great Benefit to the Nation ; nor an un- 
juſt and deſtructive War of much Damage. 
For the Reigns they have endeavour'd to 
make Paralle] have been as oppoſite in 
their principal Views and Tendency, as 
theſe different Maxims of Government. 


This alone is a plain Specimen of their 
genuine Zeal and Affection, and their 
Conduct in other Things has been perfect- 
ly conſiſtent with it, ſignaliz d in nothing 
more than in ſtraining and torturing all 
publick Meaſures, every Negotiation, and 
every Treaty to gratify their own Rage, 
and to raiſe the Diſcontent of the People. 
Tho' they could never blame the great 
Ends purſu'd by the Government, 


yet they have endeavourd to clog the 


Wheels, and have been ſteady in no one 


Scheme but Contradiction. They have 
try d many diſhonourable Ways to load 
Perſons, in the higheſt Poſts, with divers * 


Slanders which are either not true, or / 
| | | tru, 
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true, could not affect their publick Charac- 
ter, nay their vile Inſinuations and In- 
vectives, have been thrown at one, who 
has ſhewn himſelf as true a Father of his 
People as any Britiſb Prince before him. 
Theſe Things are too flagrant to need any 
Proof or any Explication, they have been 
prov'd, and they can't be miſunderſtood. 


The Difference between our modern 
Patriots and their Predeceſſors, is manifeſt- 
ly owing to their different Principles. 
Theſe who are of a much inferior Kind, 
are oppreſt and entangled by Avarice and 
Ambition, and other mean Paſſions, which 
are often very great Clogs upon this ex- 
cellent Virtue. On the Contrary, thoſe 
brave Men were poſſeſt of the natural 
Sentiments of Benevolence, which made 
them prefer the Good of the Publick infi- 
nitely above their private Advantage; upon 
which Account they expos'd their Perſons 
and Eſtates to innumerable Hardſhips and 
Dangers. They did not agree in one 
Scheme, upon ſeparate and inconſiſtent 
Views, which one may charitably ſuppoſe 
is the Caſe at preſent ; but were firmly 
united by the ſingle Bond of Love to their 
Country, for which many of them ſuffer'd 
Impriſonment to the Ruin of their _ 

an 
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and Loſs of their Lives, or with their 
Families were expos'd to the Rudeneſs and 
Iuſalts of Officers, to grievous Depreda- 
tions and Barbarities. Some of the grea- 
teſt Worth and Eminence were moſt inju- 
riouſly deſtroy d under Form of a legal 
Tryal, others were reduc'd to Extremity 
by exorbitant Fines. It were endleſs to 
enumerate the Cruelties committed in this 
and a neighbouring Kingdom, at which 
theſe great Men were not daunted; nei- 
ther could they be perverted, by the ſoft 
Allurements of Profit aud Perferment, 
which were ſometimes whiſper'd in their 
Ears. | 0 | 

Our preſent Patriots pretend to be diſ- 
intereſted too, they muſt do ſo as long as 
they are in the Place of Candidates. 
But it can't be pretended that their Oppo- 
ſition has expos d them to any Manner of 


Sufferings, unleſs they will give that 
Name to the natural Fruits of their own 


Perverſeneſs, therefore they can boaſt of 


no Virtue on that Account, nor for the 
ſame Reaſon can any of them appeal to 
their great Eſtates as Pledges of their Pa- 


triotiſm, which has been ſome Times done 


with great Solemnity, for at the ſame 
Time it muſt be conſider'd, they have not 
been able to conceal the extravagant Efti- 


mation 


Wo 


mation of their own Abilities join'd with 
the moſt vehement Deſires of Places and 
. Titles, and their vaſt Reſentment at being 
diſappointed. Their ſelfiſh Paſſions of 
one Kind or other, has too evidently put 
them upon-concerting Meaſures with the 
moſt inveterate Enemies of the Kingdom, 
upon Arts and Stratagems, which no Man 
of Honour would make Uſe of in the com- 
mon Affairs of Life; upon Vows of De- 
ſtruction, and ſuch deſperate Meaſures as 
never enterd into the Minds of Pa- 
triots, in any Age before the preſent. 


Can the Love of our Country, which 
has been ſo much the Glory of theſe Gen- 
tlemen be thought to producg ſuch Effects? 
That which has been always counted the 
moſt generous Paſſion, the moſt uſeful and 
neceſſary to Mankind, which propoſes 
and purſues the Welfare of Society above 
all other Views, and from that Spring 
would deduce Happineſs and Security to 
every private Subject. If it is of ſach a 
Nature, ſurely it is in vain to expect that 
Men who in common Life are falſe, proud, 
and revengeful ſhould ever become Pa- 
triots. They are a Sort of Tyrants by 
Conſtitution, ſwallow'd up of themſelves, 
and altogether in 1 of the * 

0 


26 


of Benevolence; upon which Account a 
very wiſe Man and great Stateſman in de- 
ſcribing Patriots, very juſtly makes the 
Character to conſiſt entirely of Benevo- 
lence, which he draws not only from his 
own Obſervation, but from the very Origin 
of Society, from whence we may very na- 
turally draw the Concluſion, and take it 
for a Rule, That the Love of Parents 
c and Children, Friends and Relations 
< are indeed ſtrong Paſſions, but the Love 
de of our Country comprehends them all. 


But that real Regard, which every 
Maa owes to his Country, which all free 
Nations have endeavour'd to preſerve and 
encourage by the higheſt Rewards of 
Honour and Eſteem they could poſſibl 
invent, can't receive a more fatal Blow, 
than by being made a Cloak to cover and 
carry on ſelfiſh Deſigns, for this brings it 


* 


into Contempt and Ridicule, and can't 


fail in Time of producing very terrible 
Effects. Mock- Patriots are a Sort of Hy- 
pocrites, that ſtrike at the Vitals of Li- 
berty, and all the Principles of its De- 
fence and Preſervation, by making others 
believe as far as their Example and Influ- 
ence can reach that publick Virtue, and 
Love to our Country is but a Name. 


The 


( 2-1 
The greateſt Evils and Dangers which 
have threatned this Nation ſince the Revo- 
lution, have been owing to this mean dege- 
nerate Spirit ,which then began to prevail 
inſtead of true Patriotiſm, and to exert 
itſelf, in diſtreſſing the beſt Government 
merely for perſonal Advantage; and yet 
Men poſleſt of it, are ſme to make the 
loudeſt Complaints againſt Corruption, as 
if they were inſenſible themſelves, or 
thought others could not ſee how ſervilely 
they proſtitute their Minds to the meaneſt 
Views when they are making the beſt Fi- 
gure, in the Eyes of ſome credulous People, 


If there is a Man who hath once broke 
all the Bonds of Faith, and Allegiance 
to his Prince and Country, he is un- 
doubtedly qualify'd to lead and ſpirit all 
who through Paſſion or Principle are diſ- 
pleas d with the Succeſs of thoſe at the 
Head of Affairs. One that has been hear- 
tily engag'd in Meaſures to deſtroy us 
may take an infernal Sort of Pleaſure 
in fomenting thoſe Diviſions and Ani- 
ſities, that may one Day prove fatal to us, 
and rejoice in confounding our Notions of 
ſocial Virtue and Happineſs ; for not 
knowing when we are well, and what 
is due in ſuch Circumſtances is a Spring 
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of Diſcontent that may ſwell to a mighty 
Torrent. And they are very fit to ſerve 
under the Conduct of ſuch a one who can 
be content to ſacrifice the moſt important 
Concerns of Mankind to their private 
Paſſions, who endeavour to decoy their 
Fellow Subjects, or to diſtreſs their Prince 
into Meaſures prejudicial or hazardous to 
the Publick, only that they may riot in 
the Pleaſures of Revenge, or any perſonal 
Gratification. Some indeed may think 
it harmleſs to perplex and diſtreſs a Mi- 
niſtry, but they ſhould be able to ſeparate 
the Perſons from the Affairs committed to 
their Truſt; and if this is impoſſible, it is 
evident the Honour of their Prince and 
Country is not ſo dear to them but 
they can overlook both upon proper 
Occaſions, 


Yet the Strength of a Nation will be 
always judged of in Proportion to its Di- 
viſtons, particularly this Nation which has 
no other Weakneſs attending it; but has 
more private, deſperate, implacable Ene- 
mies than any other, which might defy 
the Attacks of Foreign Power if it were 
not ſubject to inteſtine Animoſities, and 
which has ſuffer d ſo much in our own 
Remembrance, as well as in Ages poſt 
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from ſudden unſeaſonable and unnatural ' 
Changes, and on theſe Accounts needs 
the Friendly Help of ſteddy Counſels for 
the future; one would think therefore all 
hearty Friends to Liberty and Lovers of 
their Country, ſhould do their utmoſt to 
ſecond and promote the Meaſures of a 
Government, who have the common Good 
very plainly: and conſtantly at Heart. 


Matters ſeem now to be brought to 
ſome Iſſue. The Scheme which has been 
ſo wiſely concerted by the late King, and 
ſo maturely weighed and agreed upon 
by the Powers of Europe, for eſtabliſh- 
ing Peace, is happily effectuated. And 
by the Negotiations of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty the Affairs of Europe are brought 
to ſuch a Settlement, that the Fears of 
War, and the Poſſibility of it ſeem to 
be baniſhed together; our Friends are ſo 
by mutual Intereſt, and our Enemies not 
in a Condition to hurt us. This was the 
conſtant View of thoſe Counſels which 
have been arraigned and oppoſed with all 
the Virulence imaginable: This has 
been accompliſh'd with Prudence and 
Forbearance which the Oppoſers have 
condemn'd moſt violently ; and without 
a War which the ſame Gentlemen have 
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urg d, as the only or 101 electbal df 
thod we could take;  tho' even a . 


ful War could e have yielded us 
more. | 
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With peace we en joy the utmoſt Liber- 
, all the Rights of Britiſß Subjects, 
Yo all the Advantages of purſuing by. 
Induſtry and Frugality what every Man 
can with, and the Protection of what he 
enjoys. Whether we owe theſe Bleſf ings 
to the King and his Miniſtry, and a Par- 
liament concurring ; or to thoſe who have 
exerted themſelves in conſtant Oppoſition, 
may as well bear a Diſpute as the Que- 
ſtion ariſing from it: Who are en our 
rrueſt Patriots? 


FINIS 
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